f,t VERY pardener who saves seeds 
[«, from his crops for next year helps 
~““—<@ the Nation by lessening the burden 
on shipping. Further, in this way he 
makes sure of part of his own supply. 

Some kinds of vegetable seed can be 
saved by every gardener. With others, 
there are difficulties that make it 
impossible to obtain good results ; and 
with a few there is a big risk of spoiling 
eommercial crops by crossing. The 
following notes show what can be done 
with ease and safety. 

A golden rule applicable to all seed 
production is-—seleet seed from only the 
best plants. 


PEAS AND BEANS 


With these crops it is particularly 
important that gardeners should do all 
they can to make sure of next year’s seed 
supplies, as a shortage is possible, particu- 
’ larly of certain varieties. 

Special methods of cultivation are not 
necessary. For broad heans, dwarf beans 
and peas reserve the plants on ahout one- 
tenth the area that you expect to sow with 
each next year. For runner beans 
reserve about one-twenticth, Do net 
pick any of the early formed pcds 
from these sections. | 

Harvesting. If only 1 th. or two of 
seed is being saved, leave the pods until 
nearly dry. The seed at this stage should 
be firm and tough; pressure with the 
finger nail should not easily cut the skin 

but only dent it. 
_ To finish the drying, pick off the pods 
and spread them in a thin layer in a dry, 
airy place. When the seeds are quite 
hard, shell them from the pods and store 
in cotton or paper hags. 

if space is limited, the seeds may be 
shelled from the pods as soon as they are 
taken from the plant, and dried hy 
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spreading them im a thin line on a tray. 
The seeds should be moved each day so 
that they are all in turn exposed to the air. 
_ When dealing with larger quantities it 
1s easier to dry the whole plants, which 
should be pulled up just before the pods 
are dry, The plants may be tied in small 
bundles and hang up in the air, or placed 
in small heaps on upturned boxes on the 
ground, or laid on the top of a hedge. 
The main thing is to see that air circulates 
freely through the heap. 

When thoroughly dry, the plants may 
he threshed by beating them with a stick 
on a clean floor or on a cloth. 


GNIONS AND LEEKS 


No gardener should grow onions or leeks 
for seed within 250 yards of a similar 
comimercial seed crop. There is some 
risk of varieties crossing with those grown 
in a neighbour’s garden, but this is a risk 
that must be accepicd in war time. 

Plant onion bulbs in March or April, 


' 9 in. apart, in rows wide enough to allow 


of heeing. Bury them just below the 
surface. Leeks may he left where they — 
have grown or may be transplanted in 
early February or March, When the 
plants are in flower, tie the stems to 
supporting canes. Onions are usually fit © 
to harvest by September, but leeks some- 
what later. 

The seed should be black and doughy, 
and not watery before harvesting. If the 
stem below the head turns yellow or seme 
of the capsules burst open, the head is 
then certainly safe to cut. 

Cut off the heads with 12 inches or more 
of stem attached, and lay them in a sunny, 
airy place to dry. Leeks take a long time 
to dry and the capsules remain -tough. 
The easiest way te deal with very small 
quantities of leek is to rub the heads on 
a fine sieve, If the threshed seeds and 









| phan a few minutes in water and 
> gmmediately by spreading in a thin layer 
f 6gn a dish in an airy place. 







Be are placed in water the good seeds 
ae ad the chaff and poor seeds will 
float. Deo not let the seeds remain more 

dry them 


CARROTS AND PARSNIPS 
Theee Plants should not be grown for 


ied within 250 yards of a commercial 


area good roots and lant them 


tn February or March. Watch for a 


= : caterpillar that may easily destroy the 
et oe of the parsnip. The only remedy 


inst this pest is handpicking, for which 
es should be worn as contact with 
parsnip flowers and foliage may blister 
the audi 
The parenip seed showld be ripe by 
August, and carrot seed by September. As 
the small clusters of seeds do not all ripen 
together, pick off individual clusters as 
they ripen. Complete drying under cover 
in an airy place and thresh the seeds out 
by beatmg or rubbing. 
LETTUCES 
Both autumn-sown and early spring- 
sown lettuces can he left to seed, and there 
is little danger of crossing hetween 
varieties. Sometimes the heads of lettuce 
develop so tightly that the seed stalk 
cannot grow cut. Make two knife cuts 
at right angles across the top of the head, 
but do not cut teo deeply as the growing 


atem may be injured. To prevent rotting » 


of the head and stem, “* strip ** the plants 
_ by removing the lower leaves. 

A keen watch must be kept for the 
moment when seed heads are ripe, a3 they 
are apt to shatter suddenly with a preat 
loss of seed. Inspect the plants at frequent 
intervals and pluck off any heads which 
show a “downy” formation. This 
| usnally appears within about a fortnight 
of lowering. Finish drying the heads on a 
tray under cover. 

MARROWS AND CUCUMBERS 

These plants hear separate male and 
female flowers, and to make sure of fully 
fertile seed it ia frequently necessary to 
pollinate the female dower by hand, This 
should be dene ahout midday, and can he 





effected either hy transferring pollen with 
a soft brush from the male to the female 
flower, or the male flower may be plucked, 
the petals stripped to expose the stamens, 
and the stripped flower inserted into the 
female flawer until the stamens touch the 


Stiga. 
Leave the fruit intended for seed on the 
ant until itis fully ripe. The seed should 
removed hy hand, washed to remove 
surrounding pulp and dried im the ann, 
TOMATOES 
If separated by a distance of 10 yards, 
ere ts no serious danger of crossing 
hetween varicties. Select good fruits on a 
good plant and leave them to ripen on 
the plant. At least 10 Ib. of tomatoes 
are required to produce 1 ox. of seed. 
Remove ihe seeds from the fruit with as 
little jelly adhering to them as possible, 
and spread out on a plate to dry. When 
theroughly dry, scrape off inte a muslin 
cloth and wash vigorously under the tap. 
Any remaining jelly will wash away from 
the seeds, which must then be dried. 


CABBAGE, SAVOY, BRUSSELS 
SPROUT, GARDEN KALES, 
CAULIFLOWER, BROCCOLI, 
AND SPROUTING BROCCOLI, 

Gardeners are strongly advised not to 
save seed of this group of plants owing to 
the ease with which they cross together. 
Insects or the wind may carry the 
of these plants from place to place for up 
to a mile, Thus there is a great riak that 
one or two plants running to seed in 
gardens may spoil commercial craps that 
are being grown in the neighbourhood. 

BEET AND TURNIP 

These plants aise should not be allawed 
to seed as they are liable to cross with 
other plants. 


LENGTH OF LIFE OF SEEDS 


Well ripened, well harvested and well 
stored (dry) seed will remain usable for 
we to three years. Exceptions to this are 
parsnips, onions and Iecks, which are 
generally considered reliable only in tie 
season after harvesting. Given favourable 
conditons, however, they are often usable 


for a longer period. 
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